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diately in front of the servicebook(P^w<? Granfh).
Thd Mahant sits in the enclosure, facing the
congregation, with the service book before him.
On his right hand within the smaller square are
placed (i) a small metal box containing 'CJzaran
Mitra and Parwdna, (ii) a dish containing 125
betel leaves19 arranged around the edge with
a single leaf in the centre on which is placed a
piece of camphor, and (iii) a pillar composed of
dough, constructed with a hollow top, in the
centre of which is placed a stick enveloped in
cotton wool. During the service ghi is poured
over this stick which is then lighted and serves
as a candle throughout the ceremony. On the
left hand of the Mahant are placed (i) a dish
containing tat&sa and ylr, (ii) a cocoanut and
(Hi) a brazen vessel {Khalsa) containing water.

At each corner of the inner portion of the
Chauka is placed a small earthenware jar con-

ded from the centre of the awning,

The Chauka is arranged by the Mahant. When he is nok
present the central portion is not overlaid with flour; there is
no box containing Qharan Mitra and Parwdna ; in the place
of the dough-made candle-stick is placed a dish on which
camphor is burnt, the water is placed in an ordinary lotc^ and
not in a Malsa; for the whole cocoanut are substituted frag-
ments of cocoanut bought in the bazar.

The flour in the centre of the inner portion of the Chauka
is fashioned to represnt nine lotus flowers arranged in a eiicle.
Upon these, which repi esent the sun, moon and seven planets
rest the natural flowers.

(19) To eat a betel leaf on such occasions is equivalent to
taking a vow to loyally obaerve the rules laid down, The
Mahant removes to his own lodgings any betel leaves that may
be over from the Chauka service, but may only eat them him-
self or give them to another member of the Panth,